
MEMPHIS BROWNFIELD 
COALITION

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Monday 03/23/2025

2:00 PM

Stax Museum of American Soul Music
926 E McLemore Ave
Memphis, TN 38106



Agenda & Housekeeping:

Please sign in on the Sign-In Sheet

Call Meeting to Order

Updates from Grantees

Questions & Public Comment After Updates



What is the Memphis Brownfield Coalition Advisory Council?
 

The Council consists of representatives 
from quasi-governmental agencies, 
city/county/state departments, 
neighborhood associations, private 
developers, technical assistance providers, 
and community focused non-profits. 

Quarterly meetings are held to assist with 
inventory efforts, networking, and 
engaging in the overall brownfield 
assessment and redevelopment 
process. The council may also propose 
projects for involvement in the grant 
program.



What is a brownfield?

As defined by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA):

A brownfield is a property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of 
which may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of 
a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant. 

Many commercial, industrial and even some                          
residential properties may be environmentally                 
contaminated due to past uses at the site.





2023 EPA Grant - Coalition Assessment
$1,000,000

Phase 1 & Phase 2 ESA, TN VOAP Enrollment 
Fees, Remediation Plans: soil management plans, 
vapor intrusion mitigation design

2025 TN BRAG - Remediation
$500,000
Clean up for portion of Wayne’s Pinball site at 2nd 
& Chelsea. Multi-family residential planned 
redevelopment of site

2023 EPA Grant - BRLF
Brownfield Revolving Loan Fund
$1,000,000 

● Primarily loans for cleanup/remediation
● Subgrants for non-profits and community 

benefit organizations
● Ideal for adding to a capital stack



Brownfield Revolving Loan Fund 
Grant Updates





RLF Applicant Eligibility

Loans

• Authorized to incur debt and enter into legally binding agreements
• Good financial standing
• Provide economically viable remediation/redevelopment plan
• Eligible loan applicants may be public or private entities, or individuals

Sub-
Grants

• Limited to states, political subdivisions, US territories, Indian Tribes, & 
non-profits

• Same criteria as loan applicants with addition of owning prospective site

Ineligible

• Entities suspended, disbarred, or declared ineligible for Federal financial 
assistance programs



RLF Site Eligibility

Requirements

• Must satisfy the definition of a brownfield site as defined by the EPA
• Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs) have been 

completed
• EPA-approval of the site and the borrower or sub-grantee
• Comply with other relevant State of Tennessee requirements

Ineligible

• Sites for which EDGE or applicant is potentially liable for the 
contamination

• Sites listed or proposed for listing on the National Priorities List
• Sites that are subject to the jurisdiction or custody of the United 

States government



Updates: Information Sharing

Frayser Exchange Club

Unity in the Community Day

Lunch & Learn



Updates: Applications

Received pre-application, currently 
have site eligibility & awaiting formal 
application

Available for introductory meetings and 
conversations

Accepting pre-applications from 
interested parties

Up-to-date on reporting and 
compliance



FUN STUFF!
INVENTORY ACTIVITY

Break into groups, 3 people per group

Each group should have one laptop/tablet and two smartphones

WiFi
 

Network: Soulsville Guest

Password: SOULGUEST



Roles

Laptop or Tablet - Google Maps (You are the Driver)
google.com/maps

Smartphone #1 - Shelby County Register (You are the Researcher)
gis.register.shelby.tn.us

Smartphone #2 - Inventory Form (You are the Scribe) 
cramemphis.org/brownfields

http://google.com/maps
http://gis.register.shelby.tn.us
http://cramemphis.org/brownfields


Instructions

Choose an index card with starting location.

Find location on Google Street View.

Virtually drive down the street until your group sees a potential 
brownfield.

The researcher looks at approximate address and searches for the 
parcel in Shelby County Register gis.

Once your group finds the parcel (may take some trial and error), 
the secretary inputs in the information to the CRA’s online form. 



Example

Need 1 Volunteer Scribe

For demonstration purposes (open 3 tabs)
google.com/maps

gis.register.shelby.tn.us
cramemphis.org/brownfields

Starting Point

970 E H Crump Blvd

http://google.com/maps
http://gis.register.shelby.tn.us
http://cramemphis.org/brownfields


Brownfield Coalition Assessment
Grant Updates



Assessment Grant 
Target Areas

Uptown 
Redevelopment Area

Klondike, 
New Chicago, 
North Memphis 
Industrial Area

Binghampton

Soulsville/SouthCity



Task 1

Project Management / Compliance & Reporting
CRA is in compliance and completing regularly quarterly reports
Budget is 90% allocated for assessments, still taking inventory requests



Tracking the Work



Task 2

Community Involvement & Engagement

Quarterly public meetings will continue
Next one in June 2026, Klondike target area

Community Involvement Plan (CIP) copies available
Most recent update November 2025

Soulsville Environmental Conservation Curriculum
Digital version now available



Soulsville Foundation: Movement in Memphis
Brownfield Curriculum

https://online.fliphtml5.com/mpjaf/nwno/#p=1
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1f9ixY80xYpTKJjOo641H1OV9tSg3w6JD/preview


Documents 
and

Reports

https://cramemphis.org/brownfields

https://cramemphis.org/brownfields


Task 3

Site Identification & Assessments
Inventory spreadsheet available for download 

Updated 3.3.26

Brownfield Data Viewer
Map available to public, will be updated periodically with new 
information

Story Map
Web Page style with Grant Specific information,
now available at cramemphis.org/brownfieldstorymap

http://cramemphis.org/brownfieldstorymap


Tracking the Work cramemphis.org/brownfieldstorymap

http://cramemphis.org/brownfieldstorymap




Brownfield Data Viewer Link

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/5c25d21874f84dcb8596536f6a05d484


Inventory
Updated Spreadsheet 3.3.26 Link

https://cramemphis.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/3.3.26-EPA-Brownfield-Grant-Parcel-List-Inventory-Data.xlsx


Submit Potential 
Brownfield Sites for 
Consideration and 
Inventory:

https://cramemphis.org/brownfields/

https://cramemphis.org/brownfields/


Task 4

Cleanup Planning & VOAP

Sites that will enroll this year:
Wayne’s Pinball: 2nd St & Chelsea Ave
Ibrahim (Chism Trail): Jackson Ave & Danny Thomas Blvd



Additional Brownfield News

TN BRAG
Awarded
$500,000 Remediation
Wayne’s Pinball Site

Applied for EPA Cleanup
Ibrahim (Chism Trail)
$765,000
Award notice by June 1, 2026

TN BRAG
Awarded
$80,000 Identification
Shelby, Fayette, Lauderdale, & 
Tipton Counties

$100,000 Assessment
Seven Brothers Site - Bartlett
496 Bodley Ave - South Memphis



Questions

Next Advisory Council Meeting

June 2026
Time: TBD

Klondike Target Area



Contacts

CRA 
Emma Turri <emma.turri@cramemphis.org> 
901-435-6992

EDGE
Jessica Aytchan <Jaytchan@edgemem.com>
901-341-2114

TWI 
Eric Story Neimeyer <eric@theworkscdc.org> 
901-946-9675

mailto:emma.turri@cramemphis.org
mailto:Jaytchan@edgemem.com
mailto:eric@theworkscdc.org

