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Minutes: 
Emma Turri: general housekeeping for in-person attendees 
ET: Today we are at BDC Business Hub, and the other end of this property is actually going to 

have some sampling done, and once we know more about that BDC will know if they can 
expand that way. 

Mike Larrivee: definition of brownfield (see slide). Usually the residential properties are 
multifamily but not always. Memphis has tons of single-family sites that experience 
environmental contamination of all sorts. EPA definition includes most any vacant, 
underutilized site. 

ET: Building a Brownfield Coalition (see slide) We formed the Brownfield Coalition, which 
includes government agencies, nonprofits, and residents. We, the CRA, and EDGE both 
applied for EPA Brownfield grants. Introduction of the two grants (see slide).​
Today is an Advisory Council Meeting. We meet quarterly. We focus on inventory efforts, 
and EDGE and CRA share updates. 

Jessica Aytchan: Hello everyone. I wasn’t able to attend the last meeting due to an emergency, 
so I’m just going to go over everything. RLF Target Area Map. Quick overview of applicant 
eligibility: We have loans and subgrants. The subgrants are a little more limited than the 
loans. The loans are negotiable, up to 7% under 10 years. It’s for private developers for the 



most part. The subgrants are more for CDCs, political subdivisions, and nonprofits. Those 
looking for subgrants have to own the property at the start and throughout the entire 
remediation process. And I know that can be a bit of an issue for some entities. For Site 
Eligibility, it has to fit the definition of a brownfield, as Mike described, with potential for 
contaminants. You have to have a Phase I and Phase II ESA completed in order to 
pre-apply for these funds. The applicant cannot be the reason for the contamination.​
In terms of updates, I’ve had some opportunities to share information, including a number of 
Frayser Exchange Club meetings. I also attended the Unity in the Community Day event in 
Frayser. And I also had a Lunch & Learn, Mike was a moderator on the panel. We had a 
good conversation about these funds. I have received a pre-application, and we’re working 
with our project officer on site eligibility. I have availability for introductory meetings and 
conversations. And I’m accepting pre-applications from interested parties. I’ve had meetings 
with some people in November and December, so we’re hoping to have more applicants 
soon. 

ET: Our grant is divided into four tasks. The first is the one you’re probably least interested in: 
Compliance and Reporting. Our 
assessment budget is about 90% 
allocated at this point, os we’re not 
taking new assessment sites, but we 
are taking inventory entries. Sharing of 
map of >20 sites. Our budget, I 
wanted to show this. We’re actually 
overallocated on Phase IIs but that’s 
ok because we can pull some from 
Remediation Plans. We’ve had some 
really complicated sites come into the 
program, and they need some 
significant assessment work. 

Audience question about data 
ET: Yes, I’m actually going to share a map in just a moment that will let you access all sorts of 

data. You can find all of our Assessments online. These reports are quite large and 
technical, but if you need some late night reading, they’re all available to you. We also have 
our inventory spreadsheet right now, which we’ll be incorporating into a larger data viewer.​
Task 2 is Community Involvement and Engagement. Our next one is in March in the 
Soulsville area. We also have our CIP, and there are copies available here for you to take 
with you and it’s also available online. Soulsville has completed their Environmental 
Conservation Curriculum and that is planned for distribution by March. They’ve already 
started using and piloting the curriculum in Soulsville Charter School.​
We have Coordinators and Community Liaisons in each target area. And here is their 
contact info if you want to get in touch with any of them.​
Task 3 is site Identification & Assessments. Our new inventory spreadsheet is available for 
download. We have a new Data Viewer that we’ll demo today that will be updated 
periodically. And we have a Story Map that is planned for release in March. I am going to 
pass the microphone to Anna, and you can check out this data viewer. 



Anna Piazza: I’m Anna Piazza with EnviroScience. This is basically a mapping tool that will 
allow you to engage with the data without any specialized software. When you open the link 
Emma shared, you’ll come to this main homepage that is map-centric. This about panel is 
open, it gives you some background information about the project and how to use this tool. 
Over in the side panel here, you have the legend that includes all the layers. You can toggle 
them on-and-off, zoom to a layer, adjust transparency, export the data in various formats if 
you want that. The Reference Data Layer Group is turned off by default because there’s so 
much in it. It has some maintained layers by TDEC and EPA, below that we have our 
identified brownfield sites, including brownfields, redeveloped, and potential brownfield sites. 
We’re also depicting superfund sites in this red hatching. Then we have the CRA-assessed 
sites, symbolized based on their status. And then we have our grant target areas as well, to 
visualize that. And then some municipal boundaries as well. You can interact with data, it will 
give you the name of the site, address, classification. You can also search for an address or 
a parcel, and the geocoder will pop up, and it’ll search through the locator and the inventory, 
so if you know the parcel number of name of a site, it’ll zoom you to the site. You can view 
more information by clicking directly on the site. If you do select a site, you can also view it 
in a table down here by clicking this gray icon. You can see additional actions, including 
zoom to your selection and download the data from this menu as well. In the upper right, 
there’s the About widget, a basemap widget if you want to see an aerial for instance, and 
then also you can print your map as well, at whatever zoom level you’re at . And then there’s 
the Take a Tour button that will help guide you through how to use the tool. And I think that’s 
prettyuch it! 

ET: Thank you, Anna! I’m really glad we have this to offer the general public as well as other 
government agencies. It also can serve for development as a kind of centralized location for 
brownfield information. I’m going to present the data viewer as well. Anna, thank you for 
pulling out parcels that we have been looking at. I will also say that this is not a complete 
dataset. The information you’re seeing represented on the map is a collection of sites that 
were submitted through our website and our early coalition-building. We’ve received 
individual submissions and TDEC information. What I’m looking forward to is now that this is 
public, people can share what’s mislabeled or missing. And as you zoom in, you start to see 
that there are areas that need assessment. And this also can allow us to go for more money, 
as it can demonstrate that we have all these needs and needs for assessments and 
cleanups. I’m going to zoom in here to BDC Business Hub where we are now, and you can 
see where this is. 

Audience Question: Is this all manually updated by you and your team? 
ET: Yes. Right now it is, but we’re hoping to move to a linked spreadsheet that auto-updates. 

We’ll get there, but we just need to figure that element out. I wanted to show you real quick 
what I mean by “the inventory”. This is a screenshot of that spreadsheet, the link to the 
spreadsheet is on our website, and you can pull that anytime you’d like. If you have more 
sites you want to send me, I would love to hear from you. There’s a form on our website that 
you can fill out, and we’ll vet it and get it mapped.​
Updates on specific projects: We have added Humes School. The school is old, and we 
have concerns about asbestos and lead. Plus there’s a transformer that is leaking 
something, so we’ll look into that. The developer is New Ballet, and it is planned to be 



MemArts. The other site I wanted to update about was Wayne’s Pinball Palace, we’re 
moving to Phase 2 and will do sampling across the site, but we have some sampling data 
from a previous owner and were able to apply for BRAG, and we applied for cleanup money 
from dry cleaner, and we’ve been awarded $500K for taht cleanup. We’re planning to apply 
for EPA Cleanup grant for Ibrahim Site (Chism Trail). We’re working with a consultant to get 
our application written, $500K-4M. I wanted to show you the BRAG element and some 
perspective on what that $500K means and how expensive this is. This is a great example 
of what this EPA grant can do, it’s making development happen. 

ML: Good job. That’s all part of the greater strategy. We’ve modeled our program somewhat on 
what they’re doing in Chattanooga. They’ve used BF money from the federal government to 
leverage a lot of development money in that once heavily-contaminated downtown area. So 
this is one step up the ladder for a similar effort in Memphis. 

ET: Any questions in person? Online? Ok, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out. Our next meeting will be in March. 


