
MEMPHIS BROWNFIELD 
COALITION

ADVISORY COUNCIL
THURSDAY 12/19/24

2:00 PM

Memphis Public Library - Benjamin L. Hooks
3030 Poplar Ave

Memphis, TN 38111



Agenda & Housekeeping:

Please sign in on the Sign-In Sheet

Call Meeting to Order

Updates from Grantees

Questions & Public Comment After Updates



Introduction
In 2022, organizations gathered for a Brownfield informational session presented by 
TDEC, ICMA, and TWI. The Memphis Brownfield Coalition was subsequently formed to 
support applications for EPA Brownfield Grants. 

The Advisory Council was formed and consists of a group of stakeholders from across the City of 
Memphis and Shelby County that convenes quarterly to discuss the progress of grant activities and 
potential brownfield redevelopment. The Council consists of representatives from 
quasi-governmental agencies, city/county/state departments, neighborhood associations, private 
developers, technical assistance providers, and community focused non-profits.

The goals of the council are to assist with inventory efforts, network with communities 
throughout the city, and inform and engage in the overall brownfield assessment and 
redevelopment process. The council may also proposes projects for involvement in the grant 
program.



EPA Grants Awarded

In 2023, two brownfield grants awarded by Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) 

● $1,000,000 awarded to Economic & Development Growth Engine (EDGE)

Coalition Assessment Grant

● $1,000,000 awarded to City of Memphis & Shelby County Community 
Redevelopment Agency (CRA)



Revolving Loan Fund Updates

Goals & Objectives: 

To target the nearly 20% of Tennessee’s known Brownfield sites in 
Memphis for revitalization of neighborhoods, creating jobs, and 
offer clean spaces. 

Hope to target vacant, inner-city properties to avoid unnecessary 
displacement of our citizens. 





Revolving Loan Fund Updates
Task 1 
-Project Oversight & Fund Management: Along with our Management Consultants, BRS, most pre-loan/subgrant 
paperwork has been drafted as well as brainstorming on an overall marketing plan and getting interested parties 
the information. 

Task 2
-Community Involvement & Outreach: On track with community meetings each quarter and we are drafting our 
physical document of our community involvement plan.
      
Task 3
-Loans & Grants: We hope to disburse remediation funds in 2025.

Task 4
-Cleanup Oversight: Not at this stage until we process an application. 

Task 5
-Project Reporting: EDGE has completed all annual and quarterly reports keeping us in compliance as of now.





Assessment Grant Updates
Task 1

Project Management / Compliance & Reporting
CRA is in compliance and completing regularly quarterly reports.
Still waiting on EPA to sign Generic Quality Assurance Project Plan.
GIS Procurement - January Proposals Due

42 Vendor representatives expressed interest
Task 2

Community Involvement & Engagement
Quarterly meetings are going well. A boost in attendance would be welcome.
Pick up a copy of our Community Involvement Plan (CIP).

Task 3
Site Identification & Assessments

Updates on separate slides.
Task 4

Cleanup Planning & VOAP

Not to this stage yet. 2025 & 2026



Assessment Grant 
Target Areas

Uptown 
Redevelopment Area

Klondike, 
New Chicago, 
North Memphis 
Industrial Area

Binghampton

Soulsville/SouthCity



Site Updates
Environmental Assessments



Former Wayne’s Pinball Palace 
2nd & Chelsea (8 Parcels)
Phase 1 ESA - Draft Report Received 



Site Description: Eight (8) contiguous parcels totaling 1.4 
acres of vacant land generally located at the southeast 
corner of North Second Street and Chelsea Avenue in 
Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee.

Past Uses Include: Residential until 1920s/30s.
By the 1950s commercial use is prominent and over the 
years there have been grocery stores, restaurants, a shoe 
repair shop, a church, furniture stores, law offices, liquor 
stores, an automotive repair facility, two separate gas 
stations, a furniture repair shop, a laundromat, and a pinball 
arcade.

Concerns: Reports from previous owners and past 
sampling during demolition indicate contaminants like 
gasoline, motor oil, cleaners, degreasers, varnishes are 
present on the site. Some of the old reports suggest that 
there are areas too concentrated for unrestricted residential 
use.

Recommendation: Enroll site in TN VOAP once we have 
final proposals for redevelopment at the site and we know 
where buildings will potentially be located. Sampling will 
need to be performed for more specific information on 
contamination concentrations and locations on site.



Ibrahim (Chism Trail) 
Jackson & Danny Thomas
Out for Bid: Phase 1 ESA & Comprehensive Record Review
Concerns: Dry cleaner & Gas Station, USTs removed previously



1344 Jackson Ave
Queued for Phase 1 ESA - Site Access Needed
Concerns: ACM & LBP, Need info on past uses



Former St. Thomas Church
560 & 588 E. Trigg Ave
In Progress: Phase 1 ESA
Concerns: ACM & LBP



BDC Business Hub
2690 Yale Ave
Awaiting EPA Approval of QAPP
Concerns: Old UST from generator



Griggs Business College
492 & 0 Vance
Site Access Received, Queued for bid
Concerns: Preliminary reports indicate 
historical past use of nearby dry cleaner



Lick Creek
North of Brown Ave, near I-40/69
Status: Queued
Concerns: Proximity to interstate and scrapyard. Additionally, it 
connects to Cypress Creek which has historic issues from Velsicol.



Inventory Update
First publicly available spreadsheet should be beginning of January. Currently checking data and filling in gaps.



Community Involvement & Engagement
Points of Contact
Emma Turri 901-435-6992 x 215 

emma.turri@cramemphis.org

Vivian Ekstrom 901-435-6992 x 219
vivian.ekstrom@cramemphis.org

Brownfield Coordinators 
Community Liaisons 

Uptown Redevelopment Area
● CRA, Emma Turri
● Felicia Lloyd

Klondike & North Memphis Industrial Area
● Klondike Smokey City CDC, Dr. Eziza Ogbeiwi-Risher
● Joyce Grimes

Binghampton
● Binghampton Development Corporation, Andy Kizzee
● Elizabeth (Liz) Gibson

Soulsville & South City
● Soulsville Foundation, TBD
● Ben Ivy

Community Involvement Plan (CIP)
The CIP will be updated twice a year.

Includes information about:
● The grantees and target areas
● A plan of how, when, and where the CRA 

intends to engage with the public
● Glossary of terms & acronyms used 

frequently in discussions about the grant 
and environmental assessments

● Contact information

mailto:emma.turri@cramemphis.org
mailto:vivian.ekstrom@cramemphis.org


Submit Potential 
Brownfield Sites for 
Consideration and 
Inventory:

https://cramemphis.org/brownfields/



Questions

Next Advisory Council Meeting

March 2025 
Time & Location: TBD
Soulsville Target Area



Contacts

CRA 
Emma Turri <emma.turri@cramemphis.org> 
901-435-6992

EDGE
Jessica Aytchan <Jaytchan@edgemem.com>
901-341-2114

TWI 
Eric Story Neimeyer <eric@theworkscdc.org> 
901-946-9675

mailto:emma.turri@cramemphis.org
mailto:Jaytchan@edgemem.com
mailto:eric@theworkscdc.org

